
More Than Hearing Worksheet 

Episode: CLent2x2016  
Text: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
 

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I 
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 
 
2 But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of 
my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so 
a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4 But the word of the Lord came to him, “This man 
shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5 He brought him 
outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” 
Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6 And he believed the Lord; and the Lord 
reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
 
7 Then he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you 
this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” 9 
He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three 
years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 He brought him all these and cut them in two, 
laying each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 11 And when birds 
of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 
 
12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying 
darkness descended upon him. 13 Then the Lord said to Abram, “Know this for certain, that 
your offspring shall be aliens in a land that is not theirs, and shall be slaves there, and they 
shall be oppressed for four hundred years; 14 but I will bring judgment on the nation that they 
serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 15 As for yourself, you shall 
go to your ancestors in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. 16 And they shall come 
back here in the fourth generation; for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.” 
 
17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch 
passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, 
“To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river 
Euphrates, 

 
 

Eye (I/S), Body (I), Nature (I), People (I/S) 
 
 
 

Smarts Images in the text Illustrations SFX 



Word - 
Verbal/Linguistic 

   

Eye - Visual/Spatial look toward heaven 
 
smoking pot/furnace 

 
 
Bronze age copper 
smelting 
https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=Fwo3rNLhlm
I  

pictures of the Milky 
Way! 
https://www.google.com/
search?q=milky+way&esp
v=2&biw=1275&bih=679
&source=lnms&tbm=isch
&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwid_
MO-jvXKAhWFeD4KHer8
ANwQ_AUIBigB#tbm=isc
h&q=milky+way+from+ea
rth  
 

Math - 
Logical/Mathematical 

   

Body - Kinesthetic  Have you ever said, 
“Cross my heart and 
hope to die” to seal a 
promise? or made a 
pinky-promise with a 
friend? 
God is making the 
ultimate cross your heart 
pinky promise here! 

 

Musical    

Natural  On waiting for the 
promise to be fulfilled: 
100 years since Einstein 
predicted gravitational 
waves, and it was just 
confirmed (5+ ) thisσ  
week! 

 

People - Interpersonal  Trust is one of the 
foundational elements of 
relationship building. 
Risk => Vulnerability => 
Commitment => Trust => 
Risk => etc. 
Something in God’s 
response allows Abram 
to trust God is going to 
come through on this. 

Come up with a list of 
“promises” that someone 
might make and ask the 
congregation to give 
thumbs up or thumbs 
down as to whether they 
believe it or not. For 
example: 
x - “Check is in the mail” 
x - “No new taxes” 
x - “I’ll call you in the 
morning” 
√ - “to have and to hold” 
√ - “I’ll have it fixed by 
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4pm” 
 

Self - Intrapersonal and he believed the 
Lord 

What is it in the 
connection between 
what Abram has seen 
(the night sky, and 
probably a lot during his 
lifetime) and what God 
promises that allows for 
this belief? 
 
What other intersections 
between two unrelated 
frames of reference open 
up the capacity to “see” 
differently? 

 

 


