
More Than Hearing Worksheet 

Episode: CLent5x2016  
Text: Isaiah 43:16-21 

 
Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, 17 who brings 
out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are 
extinguished, quenched like a wick: 18 Do not remember the former things, or consider the 
things of old. 19 I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I 
will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 20 The wild animals will honor me, 
the jackals and the ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give 
drink to my chosen people, 21 the people whom I formed for myself so that they might 
declare my praise. 
 

Word (I/S)  Eye (I/S) Math (I) Body (S) Music (S) Nature (I)  People (I)  Self (I/S) 
 

Smarts Images in the text Illustrations SFX 

Word - 
Verbal/Linguistic 

declare my praise the people declare praise 
for what God has done  
 
what praise would you 
and your congregation 
declare for what God has 
done in your midst?  
 
 

Is there a circumstance of 
deliverance or healing 
that has happened? Write 
an opening prayer 
declaring praise to God 
for God’s saving act. 

Eye - Visual/Spatial it springs forth - do you 
not perceive it 

Isaiah is calling the 
people to take a second 
look at what is 
happening right under 
their noses 
 
At this time of year 
(where we live), trees and 
shrubs are beginning to 
change color. It is a 
subtle shading that 
happens at the ends of 
branches as the sap starts 
running again.  
 
Picturing kids playing in 
water fountains, 
particularly in urban 
settings, the kind where 
the water gushes up 

photos or videos of 
streams in the desert 
 
 
Do you have any 
trees/bushes around your 
property that you can 
point to and say “it 
springs forth, do you not 
perceive it?” 
 
 
Can the Exodus inversion 
be shown with an 
hourglass? 

https://www.google.com/search?q=kids+playing+in+city+water+fountains&espv=2&biw=1269&bih=679&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj-1KvsnK3LAhWLJh4KHQ1ICLAQsAQIGw
https://www.google.com/search?q=kids+playing+in+city+water+fountains&espv=2&biw=1269&bih=679&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj-1KvsnK3LAhWLJh4KHQ1ICLAQsAQIGw


unpredictably from holes 
in the sidewalk 
 

Math - 
Logical/Mathematical 

 (Not quite math/logic) 
This imagery is a mirror 
of the first exodus where 
the people came from the 
south (Egypt) and God 
made dry land through 
the sea. Here the people 
are coming from the 
north (Babylonia) and 
God will make water 
through the desert. 

See hourglass in Eye 
above 
 
 
a film negative 

Body - Kinesthetic   Design interpretive 
movement for this 
passage with 1 or more 
characters for water, 1 or 
more for dry land, some 
travelers, some wild 
animals 

Musical   “Streams in the Desert” 
by Abigail Miller 
https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=BadXFeLqriI  

Natural all the critters 
mentioned 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
a way in the sea, a path 
in the mighty waters  
 
VS 
 
water in the wilderness 

animals giving thanks for 
God’s providence - I 
don’t know that we 
perceive it as gratitude, 
per se. Maybe the wild 
animals honor God by 
being fruitful and 
multiplying? 
 
Here is a study about 
mutually reciprocal 
behavior and 
proto-gratitude 
 
 
We have a contrast here 
between God making dry 
land in a body of water 
and now making a 
pathway of water in dry 
land.  
 
The pathway of dryness 
in water is to effect 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BadXFeLqriI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BadXFeLqriI
http://scienceblogs.com/thoughtfulanimal/2010/12/01/gratitude-uniquely-human-or-sh/


and rivers in the 
deserts 
see math above 
 
 

safety and works as a 
shield. 
 
The pathway of water 
gives life and leads to a 
source?  

People - Interpersonal chosen people  
people I formed for 
myself 
 
 
 
 
 

Go back in time to gym 
class or recess when 
teams were picking sides. 
Revisit the feelings of 
being chosen for a team 
by a particular person or 
to be on a particular 
team.  
 
Other ways to illustrate 
being chosen:  
• hearing about 
acceptance into a school 
or program,  
• getting a job or 
promotion,  
• receiving a phone call - 
or text or message - from 
someone you’ve been 
wanting to hear from;  
• call to ministries in the 
church;  
• adoption (child or pet); 

Break into small groups 
and relate stories of being 
chosen. Pay attention to 
the emotional load and 
allow people who do not 
want to participate the 
option to back out. 
 
 

Self - Intrapersonal do not remember or 
consider (things of old) 

too much stuff on a 
computer - the thing 
starts to r u n s l o w and 
drives you nuts - time to 
clear the cache and 
sweep the memory 

have everyone take out 
their cell phones and look 
at the amount of data 
that is just sitting there 
on it. 
 
How many apps are being 
used?  
How many emails/texts 
are still on it? 
How many cat videos? 
 
Encourage everyone (who 
has a cell phone) to erase 
the unused or old stuff 
and think of how God 
wants to empty our 
inboxes so we can receive 
blessings of God’s 
provision and presence 

 


