
More Than Hearing Worksheet 

Episode: C Ordinary 27x2016 
Text: Luke 17:5-10 

 
5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 The Lord replied, “If you had faith the 
size of a  mustard seed , you could say to this mulberry tree , ‘Be uprooted and planted in the 
sea,’ and it would obey you. 
 
7 “Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or tending 
sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? 8 Would you not 
rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and 
drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9 Do you thank the slave for doing what was 
commanded?  10 So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We 
are worthless slaves ; we have done only what we ought to have done!’” 

Primary Expressed Intelligence - {MWD} self {D2} self 

Word - SFX, Eye - SFX, Body - I, Nature - I/SFX, People - I/SFX, Self - I/SFX 
 

Smarts Images in the text/ 
interesting exegesis 

Illustrations SFX 

Word - 
Verbal/Linguistic 

  Be sure to get the 
emotion of the quotes 
into your reading of this 
passage! Don’t let it be 
flat! 
Decide whether v. 6 is an 
encouraging vision or a 
biting indictment, and 
read it that way. Strongly 
contrast with your voice 
the polite invitation of v. 
7 with the command of v. 
8. Recognize that v. 9 is a 
rhetorical question 
expecting a negative 
response, rather than a 
simple interrogative or 
reminder. 
 
See also People 
 

Eye - Visual/Spatial Suggest that the 
disciples were looking 

 Get a set of measuring 
cups and fill them with 



to add quantity to their 
faith rather than 
quality. 

mustard seeds. Play with 
the different sizes:  
   start with the smallest 
cup and then build up to 
the biggest a la an 
infomercial and then 
STOP THE MADNESS and 
show just a small mustard 
seed 
 
 
This week’s nerdgasm: 
"That is why you fail." 
 
 
Can you rig a large plant 
(or fake plant) with 
fishing line over a beam 
so you could lift it on 
command? 
You would have to come 
clean, of course, but it 
would get people’s 
attention. 
 

Math - 
Logical/Mathematical 

   

Body - Kinesthetic   Do you know anyone who 
works out? Yoga, weight 
training, running, some 
kind of disciplined 
activity? Or a crafter or 
artist? Someone who 
consistently DOES 
something and has 
increased ability and 
competency at it? 

Musical    

Natural  Mulberry 
 
According to this , black 
mulberries ripen in the 
late summer. Might there 
still be some in your 
area? If so, get ‘em and 
serve ‘em! If not, you can 
probably get blackberries 
at the grocery store, and 
that’s pretty similar. 

Speaking of seeds and 
trees and faith 
Old Lorax: Onceler - plant 
the seed 
New Lorax: Onceler - 
plant the seed 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMUKGTkiWik
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morus_(plant)
http://homeguides.sfgate.com/mulberries-ripe-36622.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88x2He-LPww
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88x2He-LPww
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1jpKTYmIzA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1jpKTYmIzA


 
It also says mulberry 
trees might grow to be 
60’ high, which is pretty 
big to be throwing into 
the sea. (10-12 x as tall 
as your average preacher) 
 
What would mulberries 
and mustard taste like 
together? 
 

People - Interpersonal  Is Jesus just getting 
grumpy here because his 
time is getting short and 
it doesn’t look like the 
disciples are making 
much progress? 
 
V. 6 - Was this said 
encouragingly or 
disparagingly? 
 
 
V. 7-9 - We are taught 
manners from an early 
age - always say thank 
you. Be kind to those 
who do something for 
you. Sometimes as we get 
older we forget to be 
grateful, even to those 
whose job it is to serve. 
That thankfulness seems 
to be entirely unexpected 
from a master of the 
house in Jesus’ day. 
 
Is this analogy used to 
humble the disciples or 
to say, “You are capable 
of vastly more than you 
think or than you are 
doing now.”? 
 

Skit: Have an interview 
between Average 
Christian and the HR 
Supervisor about AC’s job 
performance review. 
What are the job 
requirements for being a 
Jesus Follower, a slave of 
Christ? Do you want to 
set some goals to keep 
your job? 

Self - Intrapersonal Vs. 5-6 Jesus did not 
want the disciples to 
have all the faith all at 
once; they would not 
be able to handle it and 

Will Willimon - The 
Hardest Question: 
A woman once told him: 
“The strangest thing 
happened to me today as 

Do you want to think of 
yourself as a “worthless 
slave?” What would it 
take to exceed that level 
of expectation? Do you 



would grow 
disillusioned or bored 
with it maybe. Where 
do you go from Up? 

we repeated the Lord’s 
Prayer together. There I 
was, just saying the 
prayer I said ten 
thousand times, just 
repeating the words 
without thinking about it 
and suddenly, “Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will 
be done” really hit me. I 
had been going through a 
tough time in my life, 
struggling with which 
way I ought to walk. 
Today, suddenly I was 
overcome with a 
willingness to let God’s 
will be done in my life, 
whether what God might 
will is difficult or easy. 
For the first time, I really 
meant it.” 

think, with God’s help, 
you could do more for 
your Master? 

 


