
More Than Hearing Worksheet 

Episode: C Ordinary 30x2016 
Text: Luke 18:9-14 

 
9 He also told this parable  to some who trusted in themselves  that they were righteous and 
regarded others with contempt : 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee 
and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I 
thank you that I am not like other people : thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax 
collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 13 But the tax collector, 
standing far off , would not even look up to heaven , but was beating his breast and saying, 
‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’  
 
14 I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted. ” 

Primary Expressed Intelligence - {MWD} People {D2} People 

Word - sfx, Eye - I, Math - I, Body - I/SFX, Music - I, People - I/SFX, Self - SFX 

Smarts Images in the text/ 
interesting exegesis 

Illustrations SFX 

Word - 
Verbal/Linguistic 

  what contemporary words 
for roles would fit in the 
place of Pharisee and tax 
collector? who do we 
consider "right" with 
God? who do we consider 
unjust and sleazy? We are 
dealing in stereotypes for 
certain, but then so is 
Jesus. or at least he's 
setting up stereotypes to 
knock them down with 
the humanity in each. 

Eye - Visual/Spatial John Petty, Progressive 
Involvement: 
The pharisee went 
before God dressed in 
his spiritual finery, the 
tax collector naked and 
bare. That's why the 
story scares us. Who 
wants to stand naked 
before others? 
 

what places do we have 
that order us? schools? 
neighborhoods? business 
locations? Prime real 
estate vs. skid row..... 
 
people who dwell in 
these places are defined 
by them; both by 
outsiders and by 
themselves 

 
 



 

Math - 
Logical/Mathematical 

Anytime you draw a 
line between who's "in" 
and who's "out," this 
parable asserts, you 
will find God on the 
other side. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
all who exalt 
themselves will be 
humbled, but all who 
humble themselves will 
be exalted. 

• Zeno’s paradox: 
The dichotomy paradox - 
what is in motion must 
arrive at the halfway 
point before getting all 
the way. The divisions 
are infinite.  
 
• drawing a line always 
divides ( more  than you 
might think) 
 
God's justification erases 
the lines - in fact, rather 
blows them to bits 
(repentance as 
bifurcation?  “a 
bifurcation occurs when 
a small smooth change 
made to the parameter 
values (the bifurcation 
parameters) of a system 
causes a sudden 
'qualitative' or 
topological change in its 
behaviour.”) 
 
how does one draw a line 
around all of creation? 
(with chalk? ) 
 
• y = 1/x   - The larger x 
gets, the smaller y 
becomes. 

 

Body - Kinesthetic - Willie Dwayne 
Francois III, Sunday’s 
Coming: 
(referencing the tax 
collector’s awareness of 
his need and how we 
sometimes get caught 
up in that spiral of 
despair) 
We cheapen mercy 
when there is no 
forward movement. We 
can proclaim our 

Setting up for a race and 
then not moving when it 
starts.  
 
Getting dressed to go on 
a date or walk down the 
aisle, and sitting down. 
 
Studying for a test, being 
very well prepared, and 
then staying home. 
 
 

Get dressed in a uniform 
for a sport (any sport, just 
choose a sport) talking 
about how we come to 
God looking for 
forgiveness, mercy, etc 
and God - being God - 
always bestows it. 
 
As you say these things 
(or words like it), you are 
putting on all the 
equipment. Then, sit 

http://mathworld.wolfram.com/PlaneDivisionbyLines.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bifurcation_theory
https://books.google.com/books?id=kYZ_BAAAQBAJ&pg=PT20&lpg=PT20&dq=drawing+a+line+around+an+infinite+area&source=bl&ots=8gtkWj-IWZ&sig=GcGPGFIFj9cnlhJHG2AI6XybbIU&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiu59i4jufPAhULqB4KHYnEB2UQ6AEIIjAB#v=onepage&q=drawing%20a%20line%20around%20an%20infinite%20area&f=false
https://www.desmos.com/calculator/qqpzoegndk


unworthiness, but this 
cannot be the 
permanent address. 

down. And say that when 
we get caught in a cycle, 
it’s like getting ready for 
something and then not 
doing it. 

Musical  "Lord, it's Hard to be 
Humble " Mac Davis 

 

Natural    

People - Interpersonal Brian Stoffregen, 
CrossMarks: 
If "justification" comes 
in spite of one's 
life-style or prayer, 
then it is totally 
dependent upon God's 
graciousness. Our 
motivation for living 
rightly or praying 
honestly needs to be 
something different 
than to "get something 
from God." 

The way we talk to/about 
others reveals our 
relationship with them. 
(Also reveals our 
character) 
 
My experiences as a 
maid; the nouveaux riche 
attitude towards “the 
help” vs. the generosity 
of the old money 
 
 
 
 
• The Pharisee pours out 
contempt (perhaps even 
well-meaning or pitying), 
while the tax collector 
pours out his soul. (What 
both men say is true; the 
difference lies in who the 
speaker thinks is doing 
the justifying.) 

how do we speak to one 
another inside our sacred 
walls? WHO do we speak 
to? (Mom and Dad 
coming to Covenant - 
everyone came up to ME 
but no one spoke to them. 
Still chaps my butt) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Set out a baking sheet or 
similar to protect your 
“work surface.” Set on it a 
doll or action figure you 
don’t mind trashing. Pour 
chocolate sauce over it. 
Ask: What do you see? 
Answer you are looking for: 
a doll covered with 
chocolate.  Put it away. 
Now just pour out the 
chocolate sauce on the 
baking sheet. Ask: What 
do you see now? Desired 
answer: Just chocolate. 
The pharisee poured out 
his version of what those 
other people were like on 
top of them, and that’s all 
he could see. It distorted 
them and made it hard to 
see just what he was 
pouring out, too. The tax 
collector just poured out 
what was in his heart 
about himself. All you 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCsNunGnqE0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCsNunGnqE0


could see is him. Because 
God deals in truth, this 
brought TC closer to God 
and gave them common 
ground on which to stand. 
God can’t stand or (stand 
on) our distortions. 
 
• Readers’ theatre 
 

Self - Intrapersonal Bill Loader: 
The man had sorted out 
his relationship with 
God. He had entered a 
right relationship with 
God, because he was 
prepared to come with 
no bargaining chips but 
simply the willingness 
to receive God’s love. 
 

 Pay attention to how you 
speak to other people. 
What does your choice of 
words suggest about your 
relationship. Is there 
room for improvement? 
 
AND 
 
what leads one to 
understand you need 
God? 

 

http://drive.google.com/open?id=18KS69iDhnsiiQtLmahys24OIYfk1hH4e9s0ceyhxbxM

