
More Than Hearing Worksheet 

Episode: C Ordinary 27x2016 
Text: 2 Timothy 1:1-14 

 
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is 
in Christ Jesus, 
 
2 To Timothy, my beloved child: 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
3 I am grateful to God —whom I worship with a clear conscience , as my ancestors did— when I 
remember you constantly in my prayers  night and day. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see 
you so that I may be filled with joy . 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived 
first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. 6 For 
this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on 
of my hands ; 7 for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of 
love and of self-discipline. 
 
8 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join 
with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, 9 who saved us and called us 
with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace. 
This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10 but it has now been 
revealed through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death  and brought 
life and immortality to light  through the gospel. 11 For this gospel I was appointed a herald 
and an apostle  and a teacher , 12 and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed , for 
I know the one in whom I have put my trust , and I am sure that he is able to guard until that 
day what I have entrusted to him. 13 Hold to the standard of sound teaching  that you have 
heard from me, in the faith and love  that are in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good treasure 
entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 
 

 

Primary Expressed Intelligence - {MWD} Word {D2} Self 

Word - SFX, Eye - I/SFX, Body - I/SFX, Music - I/SFX, Nature - I/SFX, People - I/SFX, 
Self - I/SFX 
 

Smarts Images in the text/ 
interesting exegesis 

Illustrations SFX 

Word - 
Verbal/Linguistic 

This passage is a 
reminder of the story 

 What stories have you 
heard from your youngest 



that has been told to 
Timothy since he was 
young; it has shaped 
him and made him 
ready for service.  

days? How have they 
shaped you?  
What stories are told 
about your congregation’s 
origins? How have they 
shaped your community? 

Eye - Visual/Spatial Appearing 
Light 
 

Sun breaking through 
clouds 
ship/airplanes appearing 
on the horizon 
 

Begin this reading with 
the lights dimmed and 
gradually bring them up 
to full brightness as it is 
read. 

Math - 
Logical/Mathematical 

   

Body - Kinesthetic  For those who have been 
ordained (esp. PCUSA) 
remember the laying on 
of hands. For everyone, 
remember a time when a 
parent, teacher, coach, or 
other formative adult 
figure put a hand on your 
head, or shoulder, or 
back and gave you words 
of encouragement or 
blessing. 
 
 

Try this for a charge or 
benediction, maybe: 
Have the congregation 
form a chain holding 
hands. Stand in a big 
circle if you can, so 
everyone is part of the 
chain. Send a pulse 
around the circle by 
squeezing the hand of the 
person next to you, who 
then squeezes the next 
hand, and so on. Do it a 
few times until the pulse 
moves all the way around 
quickly. This is how faith 
spreads - person to 
person to person! 
 
Send words of charge or 
blessing around the circle 
-- Jesus said, “Go!” 
Jesus said, “Teach!” 
Jesus said, “Serve!” 
Jesus said, “Peace be with 
you!” 
Jesus said, “Don’t be 
afraid!” 
Jesus said, “I am with you 
always!” 
 
See also Eye 

Musical Vs 6 
Vs 12  

Pass It On 
I Know Not Why God’s 
Wondrous Grace to Me 

 

http://www.hymnary.org/text/it_only_takes_a_spark_to_get_a_fire_goin
http://www.hymnary.org/text/i_know_not_why_gods_wondrous_grace_to_me
http://www.hymnary.org/text/i_know_not_why_gods_wondrous_grace_to_me


Natural  But, like coals burning 
under the ashes, 
sometimes God’s gift 
remains hidden. The 
challenge is to reveal it. 
 

Vs. 6: How might fire be 
used as an analogy for 
developing one’s gifts? 
 
OR 
 
Nature smart - examine 
the process of making 
gems  (scholarly work); 
particular minerals 
/chemicals + heat + 
pressure. How long it 
takes, what colors result, 
etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
what gems have formed 
in your congregation's life 
due to pressure and heat? 
Where has this made your 
experience valuable? 

People - Interpersonal  God giving faith like a 
governess (Donald Baillie 
The Theology of the 
Sacraments )  
 
The governess enters the 
room to a child who 
doesn’t know her and is 
reluctant to go near. The 
onus to establish the 
relationship is entirely 
on her; she must find 
ways to attract, reassure, 
and guide the child. The 
child cannot 
manufacture an 
immediate trust; it must 
be learned and earned. 
Once it has been, the 
relationship is fulfilling 
and life changing.  

Some questions regarding 
perceived threats to what 
we’ve been given/taught: 
What makes our 
congregations 
determined to “secure” 
against outside or foreign 
influences? What 
influences must truly be 
resisted? Do we resist 
because we are scared or 
think we personally are 
under attack? 
 
 
Invite the congregation to 
split into pairs and threes 
and talk about the people 
who brought them to 
faith. What did they do? 
What was their faith like? 
What impact has it had 
on your life? Is there 
someone waiting for you 
to bring them to faith, 
too? 
 

Self - Intrapersonal What is the line 
between being 
persecuted for faith 
and being held 
accountable for 
prejudice 
masquerading as faith? 

Have you ever gotten a 
gift before the time when 
you were supposed to 
open it, like a week 
before your birthday? 
What’s the anticipation 
like? 
 
Or have you ever bought 

A la Paul’s 
encouragement to 
Timothy to live his life 
mirroring Jesus: 
How is your life a 
testament to your faith? 
When have you testified 
to it? 
 

https://www.gemsociety.org/article/gem-formation/
https://www.gemsociety.org/article/gem-formation/


a present for someone 
long before you gave it to 
them, like a Christmas 
present bought in 
September, or an 
engagement ring bought 
months in advance? Why 
so early? What did it take 
to make the decision that 
far ahead? Was it that 
the gift was “just right”?  
 
Maybe this is like the 
grace of God given to us 
before the ages began 
(vs. 9). God knew it 
would be just right! 

People/Self smart (sfx) - 
what have you inherited 
from your forebears? It 
might be an object, but 
what characteristics - 
good or not so good - 
appear in you that you 
saw in them?  
 
How do you deal with 
them, especially the not 
so good ones? Do you 
acknowledge them? Do 
you allow them to inform 
your choices? Do you 
thank God for them? 
  
 
How does it feel to have a 
clear conscience? How is 
it different from a cloudy 
or marred conscience? If 
you don’t have a clear 
conscience, what would it 
take for you to clear it? 

 


