
More Than Hearing Worksheet 

Episode:  CEaster5x2019 

Texts:  Acts 11:1-18  •  Psalm 148  •  Revelation 21:1-6  •  John 13:31-35 

WORD Smart 
Jesus utilized WORD smart throughout his ministry. He taught and preached throughout Galilee and into 
Jerusalem. If you have a red letter Bible, there are sections, especially in the Gospel of John, that seem to 
bleed. His words to “love one another”, to “love God with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength”, and to 
“love your neighbor as yourself” are the foundation of his curriculum. He also often referred to the Hebrew 
scriptures to help his disciples understand what they meant in new ways. 
 
The traditional WORD smart format in worship is the sermon. WORD smart can also be utilized in Scripture 
readings and other types of proclamation. Key words might be projected onto your walls or written on 
newsprint and posted. Are you preaching from the prophets? Make some protest signs and maybe enlist 
some people to hold them and chant slogans pertinent to the word of the Lord. Have you ever had anyone 
give testimony to God’s activity in their lives? WORD smart could be put to powerful effect in this way! 
 
 
Text: John 13:31-35 

 
31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has 
been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself 
and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look 
for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34 I 
give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” 

 
 

Smarts  Images in the text/ 
interesting exegesis 

Illustrations  SFX 

WORD (Verbal 
Linguistic) 

Definition from 
Merriam-Webster: 
 
transitive verb 
 
1a : to make glorious by 
bestowing honor, 
praise, or admiration 
b : to elevate to 
celestial glory 
 
The object is glorified 
when someone points 

Think of a time when you 
had accomplished 
something and did not 
give it much 
consideration until 
someone else came along 
and was enthusiastically 
appreciative of it. Maybe 
you had made something 
that a teacher thought 
was outstanding and 
given that person’s 
praise, you saw value in 

Taking the definition of 
glorious and Jesus’ 
instruction in verse 34 to 
love one another, 
encourage your 
congregation write a 
letter or have a 
conversation with another 
member who has been a 
positive role model of 
faith.  
 
If that person is still living, 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=137#hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=137#psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=137#epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=137#gospel_reading
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/glorify


out how glorious it is. It 
may have the value of 
glory, but it seems as 
though it only becomes 
obvious when someone 
who has seen it 
proclaims it to be so.  
 
The Greek definition of 
δοξάζω is similar: 
to render or esteem 
glorious  
Also: 
to ascribe weight by 
recognizing real 
substance (value) 
 
Δόξα - opinion 
 
 

your work you hadn’t 
noticed before.  
 
 
 
Jesus’ instruction to love 
ἀγαπάω  agapáō 
("loving") is always 
defined by God – a 
"discriminating affection 
which involves choice and 
selection".  

make contact and express 
your thanks for the way 
they have glorified God 
and assisted your 
discipleship. 
 
If that person is no longer 
living, get in touch with 
their family and do the 
same.  
 
 
 

 
   

https://biblehub.com/greek/1392.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/25.htm


Text: Revelation 21:1-6 
 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud 
voice from the throne saying, 
 
“See, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them; 
4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.” 
 
5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he 
said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I 
am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a 
gift from the spring of the water of life. 
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WORD (Verbal 
Linguistic) 

Saw = οἶδα - that which 
strikes the eye, which is 
exposed to view; 
seeing that becomes 
knowing 
 
Home = σκηνή - tent 
(tabernacle) a dwelling 
that suggests 
maneuverability, 
mobility, agility, pack 
up and go. 
 
Wipe = ἐξαλείφω - 
obliterate; also 
whitewash, smooth out, 
cancel, completely 
remove 
 
Mourning = πένθος - 
grief 
Crying = κραυγή - 
shouting or clamor, 

Visions (especially 
prophetic ones) are 
highly personal; they 
come to one individual 
and supply meaning and 
purpose for that person. 
When they are shared 
with others, they will not 
be comprehended exactly 
as the original recipient 
comprehends. It’s like 
sharing eyeglasses; the 
prescription fits you but 
not your friend or spouse. 
In fact, it could make 
them dizzy or nauseous. 
John’s vision fit the 
group to whom he wrote; 
it is best read through 
those lenses.  
 
Where this vision of a 
new heaven and earth 

⇐ To demonstrate how our 
personal situation gets 
into the transmission of 
visions, play the game 
Telephone. Scroll down 
this page for some ideas 
for phrases.  
 
 
 

https://icebreakerideas.com/telephone-game/
https://meebily.com/telephone-game-phrases/


shrieking against 
another 
Pain = πόνος - labor, 
toil; distress, suffering 
 
Sitting = κάθημαι - 
reside, remain  

and the Incarnate One 
seated firmly in a position 
of authority works for us 
is in the way we are those 
who mourn, cry out, and 
labor in distress. Focus 
the lens on these things 
to find hope and courage 
for your situation.  

 
   



Text: Psalm 148 
 
1 Praise the Lord! 
Praise the Lord from the heavens; 
    praise him in the heights! 
2 Praise him, all his angels; 
    praise him, all his host! 
 
3 Praise him, sun and moon; 
    praise him, all you shining stars! 
4 Praise him, you highest heavens, 
    and you waters above the heavens! 
 
5 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
    for he commanded and they were created. 
6 He established them forever and ever; 
    he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed. 
 
7 Praise the Lord from the earth, 
    you sea monsters and all deeps, 
8 fire and hail, snow and frost, 
    stormy wind fulfilling his command! 
 
9 Mountains and all hills, 
    fruit trees and all cedars! 
10 Wild animals and all cattle, 
    creeping things and flying birds! 
 
11 Kings of the earth and all peoples, 
    princes and all rulers of the earth! 
12 Young men and women alike, 
    old and young together! 
 
13 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
    for his name alone is exalted; 
    his glory is above earth and heaven. 
14 He has raised up a horn for his people, 
    praise for all his faithful, 
    for the people of Israel who are close to him. 
Praise the Lord! 
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WORD (Verbal    The order of beings to  Use sign language 



Linguistic)  praise follows the order 
of Creation in Genesis! 
(Not a coincidence, I’m 
sure.) 

throughout! 

 
   



Text: Acts 11:1-18 
 
Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also 
accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers 
criticized him, 3 saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?”  
 
4 Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5 “I was in the city of Joppa 
praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down 
from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. 6 As I looked at it 
closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also heard a 
voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing 
profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But a second time the voice answered from 
heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10 This happened three times; 
then everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11 At that very moment three men, sent to 
me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them 
and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, 
and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his 
house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14 he will give you a 
message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’ 15 And as I began to speak, 
the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered 
the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we 
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?”  
 
18 When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has 
given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 
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WORD (Verbal 
Linguistic) 

Hearing and telling - 
The  report about the 
Gentiles is surprising to 
the circumcised 
believers and Peter has 
to convince them he’s 
not gone off the rails.  

The United States 
Declaration of 
Independence included a 
long argument as to why 
the colonists wanted to 
separate from the Crown. 
In this section, the logical 
reason is spelled out, 
much like Peter takes the 
others through his 
process “step by step”. 
(verse 4) 

 

 
 


